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HE Author of this little Treatiſe 

is ſenſible that many learned men 
have given the Public different opinions 
from what the Reader will find in the fol- 
lowing pages. But as thoſe opinions are 
founded upon reaſons which in his eſti- 
mation have no validity, and interpreta- 
tions of ſcriptural texts which he thinks 


have been miſunderſtood, he cannot reſt 


ſatisfied with them. —And as he appre- 
hends there is no paſſage of inſpired writ 
which announces the reſurrection of our 
fleſh and blood with a clearneſs equal to 
that of St. Paul's declaration, Feb and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God—or 
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that our carnal bodies, in any reſpect or 
circumſtance, ſhall be our reſurrection 
bodies, with a deciſiveneſs equal to that 
aſſertion of the ſame apoſtle, Thou Joweſt 
not that body that ſhall be—or that we par- 
take of any other body and blood of Chriſt, 
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ſo 
plainly as our Lord ſaid, Take eat this 
bread, which is my body, and drink ye all 
of this cup (or this wine), which is my 

blood—or that the body and blood of Jeſus 
in any ſenſe quicken us, with a perſpicu- 
ity equal to that in our Saviour's affirma- 
tion, The fleſh profiteth nothing, it is the 


ſpirit that quickeneth—he, with all humi- 


lity, hopes that his ſentiments will not be 


pronounced antiſcriptural, however diffe- 


rent they may be from thoſe of writers who 
have been conſidered the advocates and 
ſupporters of the true religion of the Mef- 
ſiah. | 
It is a preſumption that he is in the: 
way of truth, ariſing from the impotence 
of the arguments in oppoſition, and from 
the 
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the authority of Heathens, Jews, and Chriſ- 
tians, that hath given him courage to offer 
his thoughts to the world upon ſo impor- 
tant a ſubject - thoughts which he will diſ- 
miſs as ſoon as the preſumption ſhall be 
proved groundleſs: for he entered upon 
the ſubject without any prepoſſeſſion, ex- 
cept one derived from the inſpired writings, 
viz. that fleſh and blood cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

If any Gentleman ſhall think the per- 
formance worthy of a public anſwer, the 
author has this requeſt only to make, That 
he may be treated with candour and civility ; 
to which he eſteems himſelf entitled, as 
his ſole aim in this publication is to ſet 
others right, or be ſet right himſelf. 
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DISCOURSE 


RESURRECTION BODIES. 


THAT which thou ſoweſt is not quickened ex- 
cept it die; and that which thou ſoweſt, thou 
ſoweſt not that body that ſhall be, but bare 
grain, it.may chance of wheat, or of ſome other 
grain; but God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleaſed him, and to every ſeed his own body: 
fo alſo is the reſurreFion of the dead. 1 Cor. 
XV. 36, 37, 38, 42. 


HES E words were given by St. Paul 

in anſwer to two very important queſ- 
tions, How are the dead raiſed up? And with 
what bodies do they come? And they ſuggelt 
to us the four following particular: 

I. The neceſſity of death: for as ſeed can- 
not ſpring up before the outward body or coat 
of it periſheth, ſo neither ſhall we riſe to life 
immortal before we die, or put off theſe 
bodies. 


| B II. The 
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II. The certainty of a reſurrection : for 
ſurely as the ſeed dies and ſprings up, ſo ſhall 


we, who die in the Lord, riſe up at the laſt 


day. 

III. Wich what bodies the dead will not 
riſe. 

IV. With what bodies they will riſe. 

Of the two former particulars we ſhall not 
ſpeak, as they are believed by all Chriſtians ; 
but as there hath been a difference in opinion 
concerning the nature of the Reſurrection 


Body, we ſhall endeavour to give ſuch an ac- 


count of it, as we hope will remove the ſup- 
poſed impoſſibility inſiſted on by one party, 
and correct ſome errors too ſtrenuoufly main- 
tained by another. For this end we ſhall en- 
quire what we are to underſtand by the dead; 
and ſhall then procced to ſhew, 

iſt, That the dead will not be raiſed with 
theſe bodies of {leſh and blood. 

2dly, That there are other bodies which 
may be called our own. 

3dly, That thoſe other bodies will be the 
reſurrection bodies. 

4thly, That the reſurrection of the foul with 
theſe bodies, will be the relurrection of the 
true man, or of the dead. 

Sthly, That theſe bodies ſtand in need of 
fanctification, and an happy immortality, as 
the bodies to be raiſed do. 

6thly, 
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öthly, At what time, or in what ſtate of 
our exiſtence, the ſanctiſication is to be ef- 
kected. 

7thly, By what means it is to be obtained. 

8thly, By what, or whom, it is to be ef- 
fected. 

gthly, By what means the immortality is to 
be obtained. | 

rothly, By whom it is to be operated. 


BETORE we ſpeak to theſe particulars, it will 
be neceſſary to aſſign our reaſon for adding 
the 42d verſe to the 38th. —The Apoſtle having 
informed the Corinthians, in the 38th verle, 
that to a ſced God giveth a body, and to 
every ſeed its own body—proceeds to remove 
any doubt that may ariſe about the dead be- 
ing clothed with a body (if this body of 
fleſh and blood ſhould be deſtroyed), by tell- 
ing them that as all fleſh is not the ſame fleſh, 
{o neither are all bodies the ſame bodies; that 
there are celeſtial bodies, and bodies terreſ- 
trial, and that even one ſtar differeth from 
another ſtar in glory: and then adds, So 47% 
is the reſurrection of the dead; it is ſown in 
corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption. Let 
us alk here, Do the words, 1, 7s ſown in cor- 
ruption, it is raiſed in incorruption, prove that 
one ſtar differeth from another in glory? We 
think that no one will ſay they do. — We will 
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beg leave to aſk again, whether thoſe words 
do not prove, that thou ſoweſt not that body 
that ſhall be? Undoubtedly they do: for. if 
the body ſown be a corruptible body, and 
the body raiſed an incorruptible body, no 
one will be ſo bold as to ſay, that thoſe 
bodies are the ſame, when they are different 
in nature. From this obvious connexion be- 
tween the 38th and 42d verſe, we have been 
induced to place the one immediately after 
the other: and, indeed, if we conlider that 
St. Paul, in anſwering the queſtions, How 
are the dead raiſed up? And with what bodies 
do they come? makes uſe of a {fimile—we may 
reaſonably ſuppoſe that the circumſtances in 
the reſurrection of the dead would be anala- 
gous to thoſe in the ſimile, even though the 
Apoſtle had not ſaid, So al/o is the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead. However, by this declara- 
tion of the infpired writer, we ſhall publiſh 
our ſentiments with leſs difſidence, as we can 
thereby arrive to a greater certainty COncern- 
ing the body in which we ſhall be raiſed from 
the dead. 

We freely own that there ſeems to be 4 
contradiction in the propolitions, Thou ſoweſt 
not that body that ſhall be; and, God giveth to 
every ſeed its own body. For if the body raiſed 
will not be the body ſown, the bodies will be 
different; and if God will give to every ſoul 

| Its 
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its own body, the bodies raiſed and the bodies 


ſown will be eſteemed the ſame by ſome men: 
which ſeeming contradiction we flatter our- 
ſelves the reader w1ll find removed in a ſub- 
ſequent page. 


| Now to the enquiry, what we are to under- 
ſtand by the dead. 

By the dead we are not always to under- 
ſtand this earthly body, nor yet the ſoul in 
union with it. The /oul is by ſacred, as well 
as profane writers, uſed to exprels the dead : 
one unexceptionable inſtance of it in the 
former, will be ſufficient for proof. In the 
text we have theſe pallages—How are the 
dead raiſed up? Aud with what bodies do 
they come? The words, with what bodies do 
the dead come? ſhew that the body is not al- 
ways included in the term dead; and that 
the reſurrection of the body is not always in- 
cluded in the reſurrection of the dead; and 
that the reſurrection of the ſoul is a reſur- 
rection of the dead, in St. Paul's eſtimation, 
From whence it follows, that the dead may 
be raiſed without theſe bodies of fleſh and 
blood. | 

If it ſhall be objected that the pages of re- 
velation ſay, that it is ſown in corruption, 
and raiſed in incorruption, and that it relates 
% the body-—we anſwer, that in our idea it 
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does not relate to the dh, but to the dead. 
This is obvious even to a ſuperficial reader; 
for after the Apoſtle has ſaid, So alſo is the 
reſurrection of the dead, he immediately ſub- 
Joins, I is ſeton in corruption, it is raiſed in in- 
corruption, 1. e. the dead fown in corruptible 
bodies, are raiſed in incorruptible bodies— 
the dead ſown in diſhonourable, weak, and 
animal bodies, are raiſed in glorious, power- 
ful, and ſpiritual bodies. Hence we are 
brought to underſtand what 1s meant by, 
This corruptible muſt put on incorruption, and 
this mortal muſt put on immortality; 1. e. the 
man, the ſoul, or the dead, once clothed 
with a corruptible and mortal body, will be 
raiſed in an incorruptible and immortal body. 
This is manifeſtly the meaning of the writer; 
for when he ſaith, That which thou ſoweſt ts 
not quickened, except it die; by that which thou 
ſoweſt, he doth not intend the body only, but 
the ſeminal principle alſo: and that which 
is quickened, is not the outward body or coat 
of the ſeed, for that is left in the ground and 
periſheth ; but 1t 1s the ſeminal principle, and 
its internal body, that are quickened. From 
whence we may collect, that that body in us 
which 1s quickened, 1s not the carthly, which 


returns to its native duſt, but the internal 
body of the ſoul, 


To 
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To prepare the reader for the reception 
of theſe ſentiments, it ſeems neceſſary to ſhew, 
that the dead will not be raifed with theſe 
bodies of fleſh and blood; which we ſhall en- 
deavour to do, 1ſt, By replying to the argu- 
ments made uſe of to ſupport the oppoſite opi- 
nion; and, 2dly, By producing ſome reaſons 
and authorities that are in our favour, or 
that tend to ſupport the opinion, that we ſhall 
be raiſed in other bodies, 

I. The poſſibility of a reſurrection of theſe 
bodies of fleſh and blood, hath been argued 
from an experiment in chemiſtry. But though 
the experiment ſhewed that the ſeveral par- 


ticles of matter that have been received into 


any body or bodies, ſo as even to form a part of 
theſe bodies, can upon the corruption of theſe 
bodies be caſily ſeparated, and, we will ſup- 
poſe, reſtored to the mals from which they 
were taken (from whence it has been ar- 
gued, that the ſeveral parts of an human 
body reduced to atoms, and conſtituting parts 
of other bodies in different regions of the 
earth, may, upon the diſſolution of thele 
bodies, be ſeparated from them, and reſtored 
to their own place and ſituation in a renewed 
body); yet it did not go ſo far as to ſhew, that the 
particles, when ſeparated, would of themſelves 
flee to, or by any power be united with, their 
old companions, fo as to form a new body: 

B 4 and 


4 
1 
5 
3 
1 
14 
- 
0 
* 


1 
ö 
6 

3 


— J 


333 — ˙ — 


— — -- 2 _ —— "_— ——— . 
— —BB SS®Q24.- 25.408 — = 
VERITAS. ⁵˙ A P ⁵ ooo.» 


— - — 
PRE 


. 

. 

1 

1 
iT 
s £ 
1 
4 
bu 


| — 
= OO — 
. —˙—! — 


' * 
13 [ 
3 
Lt 
+B 
+6 
* 
„ 
T1 
| 
i : 
bs | 
1 
7 
* 
* | 
70 
. 
3 


111 
1 
„ 
. 
Y 3 


8 A DISCOURSE CONCERNING 


and therefore, though it be poſſible for God 
to attract all the particles that once belonged 
to any particular body from the ſeveral parts 


of the world—whether in earth or ſea—whe- 


ther devoured by beaſts or fiſhes—whether 
forming a part of another man's body, or 
blown about in the air—yet as we have no aſ- 
ſurance, from the experiment, that the par- 
ticles will unite of themſelves to form a new 
body, nor have any authority to ſay that 
God will call them together to re-make a 
body, the point muſt be left in a ſtate of 
poſſibility, but not of fact. 

Arguments have been drawn from the 
power of God, to prove that theſe carnal 
bodies may be raiſed from the dead. All 
the arguments founded upon this principle we 
admit in their full force; but while they 
only prove the poſſibility of the fact, they 
cannot be ſaid to prove the fact. 

The juſtice of God hath been made a found- 
ation for eſtabliſhing a reſurrection of theſe 
earthly bodies. It has been argued to this pur- 
port—As the bodies and ſouls are joint agents 
in the practice of virtue and vice, they ought 
to be joint partakers of eternal rewards and 
puniſhments; which cannot be the caſe, if 
theſe earthly bodies do not riſe with their 
fouls. But this argument muſt be confeſſed 
of no force, upon the principles of thoſe who 

urge 


THE RESURRECTION BODIES, 9 


urge it: for they acknowledge that it is not 
neceſſary, in order to make the bodies to be 
raiſed, that all the particles that have exiſted 
in thoſe bodies ſhould be collected; they 
think that no more 1s neceſſary to be united, 
than what is ſufhcient to form a complete 
body of any particles that have at any time 
been in thoſe bodies. What will become of 
the other particles, that once made a part of 
thoſe bodies, 1s not diſcovered; why ſome, 
and not all the particles, ſhould be ſummoned 
together to frame the new bodies, we know not. 
It our carthly bodies are to be rewarded or 
puniſhed for what we have done in them, 
then all the-particles that ever compoſed our 
bodies ſhould be drawn together, and replaced 
in our raiſed bodies: otherwiſe ſome particles 
will be puniſhed or rewarded for things done 
in the body, when they were not in it; and 
other particles will not be rewarded or pu- 
niſhed for things done in the body, when 
they were component parts of it; which, upon 
the principles of theſe reaſoners, would wear 
the appearance of injuſtice, 


Lr us now attend to authorities. The 
moſt ancient paſſage upon which is grounded 
a reſuſcitation of our terreſtrial bodies, is in 
the book of Job: I know that my Redeemer 
livetb, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 


upon 
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upon the earth ; and though after my ſtein worms 
deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh I ſhall ſee God, 
whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall 
behold, and not another. Were we to admit 
this tranſlation, it would bear hard againſt 
us: but, in our humble opinion, the words 
in the original language carry another ſenſe, 
a ſenſe more unforced, and more conſiſtent 
with the thread of the diſcourſe. The word 
x2, goali, ſignifies © deliverer;” and though it 
is rendered redemptorem, a redeemer, by a 
learned divine, yet he ſuppoſeth the re- 
deemer to be one who would come at laſt, 
and vindicate a good caule, and opprefled in- 
nocence, and beſtow upon Job a crown of 
juſtice: which actions are not peculiar to 
Feſus, as our redeemer, but may be applied 
equally, if not primarily, to God the Father, 
of whom alone Job ſpeaks through the whole 
diſcourſe, and who has often appeared a vindi- 
cator of injured innocence, and docs at laſt 
juſtify Job, and reward him. We may add, 
that we have no other teſtimony, or even ſur- 
mile, that Jeſus our redecmer will ſtand at 
the latter day upon the carth: and though 
the divine hinted at above thought that Job 
does not {peak of a temporal deliverance, 
but of the reſurrection, from the preceding 
words, O that my words were written, that 
they were printed in a book, that they were en- 


graven 
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graven with an iron pen on a rock for ever, 
which he thinks too eloquent or grand to 
uſher in a worldly reſtoration—yet we mult 
beg leave to differ from him ſo far as to 
think, that theſe ſentences were not to call 
the reader's attention to what follows, but 
{poke in full confidence that what he had 
pleaded in his own defence, and what he had 
laid of the Almighty, was juſt ; ſo juſt, that 
he wiſhed it to ſtand the teſt of ages for the 
conviction of others. The word pm, aba- 
ron, which is rendered he laft day, ſignifies 
et laſt, and may denote the end of Job's af- 
llictions, as well as the laſt day. The words 
which are rendered, though after my din worms 


deſtroy this body, may more juſtly be tranſlated, 


and after my body is thus bruiſed, or waſted away. 
The paſſage, therefore, may with more pro- 
priety be read as follows; I know that my 
Deliverer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at 
the laſt upon the earth; and though my body 
is thus bruiſed, yet in my fleſh I ſhall ſee 
God, whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and my 
eyes ſhall behold, and not another's. The 
ſuppoſition of Job's referring to the reſur— 
rection, ſeems contradictory to ſome pre- 
ceding pallages—My days are ſpent without 
Hope. Ch. vii. ver. 6.—Mine eye ſball no more 
ſee good. Ver. 7.—As the cloud is conſumed, 
and wvaniheth away, ſo he that goeth down 

140 
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to the grave ſhall come up no more. Ver. 9.— 
IWhen a few years ere come, then ſhall I go 
the way whence I ſhall not return. Ch. xvi. ver. 
22.—Laſtly, had this paſſage been underſtood 
by Moſes to ſpeak of a reſurrection of our 
carnal bodies, it is matter of ſurprize that he 
never employed it as a motive to obedience 
among the Hebrews. Had the Jews con- 
ſidered it as relating to the reſurrection, they 
would probably have oppoſed it to the afſer- 
tion, that life and immortality were brought 
to light by the goſpel. Had the Jews, or pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, looked upon 1t as inculcat- 
ing a reſurrection of our clementary bodies, 
they would probably have reprehended St. 
Paul for his do&rine, that fleſh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God. - But as 
none of theſe things came to pals, we may 
with fome reaſon ſuppole, that neither Moſes 
nor the Jews *, nor yet the primitive Chrif- 
tians, believed this paſſage to relate to our 
riſing from the dead. 
When Job ſaith to his friends, New, be- 
held, my witneſs is in heaven, and my record is 
on bigh*; i. e. (as in the language of Biſhop 
* Manafſe Fen Iſrael ſaith of this text, that © there is 
© nothing in it any way relating to the reſurrection; nar 


* doth it appear any of the Hebrews ever underitood it in 
* ſuch a ſenſe.” 


Chap. xvi. ver. 19. 


Patrick) 


THE RESURRECTION BODIES. 13 


Patrick) the great Lord, who rules over 
* all, is my witnels, and can teſtify how juſt 1 
© have been towards my neighbours, and how 
© pious towards himſelf —My friends ſcorn me, 
but mine eye poureth out tears unto God“; i. e. 
(as the learned Biſhop interprets it) * from 
* your judgment therefore (who, inſtead of 
* comforting my innocence, ſcornfully ſet 
* yourſelves to defame me) I appeal to his, and 
© belecch him with perpetual tears to vindicate 
* me'—O that one might plead for a man with 
God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour r; 
i. e. (faith the Biſhop) © I am ſo aſſured of the 
| © goodnels of my cauſe (as well as of his juſtice) 
* that I wiſh for nothing more than to have it 
* ſpeedily heard and tried by him, in the ſame 
manner that pleas are held before earthly 
© judges'—and when he had obſerved of his 
friends, that they were not ſatisfied with his fleſh; 
7. e. (according to the above-mentioned Pre- 
late'sexplanation)* it dothnot ſuſkce you to ſee 
* my body all conſumed, but you will vex my 
* foul alſo with vour falſe reaſonings'—how 
natural was it for him to break out into theſe 
exclamations—O that the words of my defence 
were now written! O that they were printed in 
a book! that they were graven with an iron pen 
in the reck for ever! for I know that they are 


Chap. xvi. ver. 20. T Ver. 21. 


the 


14 A DISCOURSE CONCERNING 


the words of truth, and in that knowledge am 
confident that God my deliverer, who liveth 
for ever, will at laſt come down -upon the 
earth to vindicate my manner of life, and 
the juſtneſs of my ſpeeches: and though my 
body 1s thus torn to pieces, he will not ſuffer 
me to die; for in this fleſh I ſhall ſee him in 
mercy come to my relief—1 ſhall ſee it myſelf, 
and not. others alone. Which interpretation 
is juſtified by the event: for God deſcended 
upon the earth, declared that his wrath was 
kindled againſt Job's three friends, for they 
had not ſpoke of him the thing that was 
right, as his ſervant Jeb had. The Lord 
then turned the captivity of Job, and he alſo 
gave him twice as much as he had before: 
fo the Lord bleſſed the latter end of Job 
more than his beginning.—If we have given 
the true ſenſe of this remarkable paſſage, 
which we have laboured to do, then here is 
no kind of proof of a reſurrection of theſe 
bodies of fleſh and blood *. 

St. 


* They, ſaith Hieronymus, who interpret theſe words other- 
wiſe, will not, we hope, think ill of us, as if, by expounding 
them in the literal ſenſe, we take away a proof of the re- 
ſurrection from the dead; for we know there are far ſtronger 
teſtimonies (of which there can be no doubt or diſpute) to be 
found for the confirmation of that truth. On theſe let us 
rely, on the plain words of Him who is the truth, which are 
abundantly ſuificient to ſupport our faith; and let none ima- 

7 gine 
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St. Paul has been cited as an aſſerter of 
our riſing from the dead with theſe carnal 
bodies. JT, ſays he, the ſpirit of Him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in you, He 
that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, fall alſo 
quicken your mortal bodies by his ſpirit that dwell- 
eth in you. Rom. viii. 11. 

If we examine this text with critical accu- 
racy, we ſhall find that neither the ſenſe nor 
occaſion of it will eſtabliſh che ſuppolition. 
For, in the firſt place, to quicken mortal bodies 
(whatever may be intended by the word 
bedies) is not to quicken dead, but living 
bodies: for mortal bodies are bodies ſubject 
to death, not dead bodies. In the next place, 
if to quicken mortal bodies be not to revive 
bodies naturally dead, the expreflion muſt 
then be taken metaphorically; and in that 
caſe it will ſignify, to raiſe bodies from one 
flate to another—from a ſtate that may in 
lome ſenſe be eſteemed a ſtate of death, 

to another that may be called a ſtate of life. 
If it be true, that with the fleſh or body we 
ſerve the law of fin, and the body be dead 
becauſe of fin, or becauſe we ſerve the law 
of fin—to quicken that body, will ſignify, in 
our humble apprehenſion, to raiſe it from 
gine that we give occaſion to keretics, if we deny theſe 


words to be meant of the general reſurrection.— Vid. Com- 
ment. on Ezek. XXXVIii. 1. 
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that death of fin unto a life of righteouſneſs. 


Agreeable to which ideas are the exhorta- 


tions of the ſame writer—As ye have yielded your 
members ſervants to uncleanneſs, and to iniquity 
unto iniquity, even ſo now (being made free from 


ſin) yield your members ſervants to righteouſneſs 


unto holineſs. Rom. vi. 18, 19. —Let not fin reign 
in your mortal bodies, that ye ſhould obey it in the 
luſts thereof; neither yield your members as inſtru- 
ments of unrighteouſneſs unto fin, but yield your- 
ſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive from 
the dead, and your members as inſtruments of 
righteouſneſs unto God, Ver. 12, 13.—That this 
is the Apoſtle's meaning here, appears from 
the concluſion he draws from thele two pre- 
miſes: The body is dead becauſe of ſin—the ſpirit 
ſhall quicken our mortal bodies; therefore, faith 
he, we are not debtors to live after the fleſh or 
body (that being dead, or crucified), but after 
the ſpirit. As a further proof, we may learn 


from the language frequently uſed in this 


epiſtle, and from this verſe in particular Ae 
through the ſpirit de mortify the deeds of the 
Fleſh, we ſhall live that the quickening of the 
body proceeds from our own wills, by the aſ- 


| liſtance of the Holy Spirit, and not by his 


operation alone, by which we are to be 


clothed with our immortal bodies. From 


whence we may conclude, that the body to 
be quickened is not the body of the reſur— 


rection. 
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rection. They who ſhall compare the above 
paſſage with others in the inſpired volumes, 
will perhaps be of opinion, that by 4edies we 
are to underſtand the per/ons, for which the 
word bodies is uſed in the ſacred as well as 
profane writings; and they will be ſupported 
in their opinion, not only by the above quo- 
tations from the Epiſtle to the Romans, but 
by another from. the ſame Epiſtle -W are 
buried with him by baptiſm into death; that, 


like as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead, even 


. ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. 
Ch. vi. ver. 4. By another from the Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians — Even when WE were dead 
in fins, hath God quickened us together with 
Chriſt. Ch. ii. ver. 3. And by a third from 
the Epiſtle to the Colofſians—27o4, being dead 
in your fins, hath he (God) guickened, toge- 
ther with him (Chriſt). Ch. ii. ver. 13.—We 
cannot conclude our illuſtration of the text 
before us, without obſerving, that if the body, 
which contains the real man, be put for the 
man, and the man be quickened by himſelf 
with the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, the 
carnal body and its members can be regarded 
as inſtruments * only in the hands of the in- 


ward or real man, to be employed in acts of 


{in or virtue; and can with propriciy be ſaid 


* See the quotations from the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
ch. vi. Yer. 13, 18, 19. . 
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to be quickened only ſo far, or in no other 
ſenſe than, as they are concerned in the com- 
miſſion of vice or virtue under the influence 
of the inward or true man: and are to be 
eſteemed parts of the real man, no more than 
any inſtruments which the body or members of 
it uſe, can be conſidered as parts of the body ; 
and therefore may never be quickened in the 
ſenſe contended for by many writers—may 
never be raiſed from the grave to partake of 
eternal life. If this interpretation ſhall leave 
any of our readers diflatisfied, we ſhall note 
further, that, if to quicken mortal bodies 
be to give them a reſurrection from the 
grave to an immortal life, then theſe mortal 
bodies will be our immortal bodies, theſe 
animal wili be our ſpiritual bodies; or we 
ſhall have mortal and immortal bodies, animal 
and ſpiritual bodies :—and, laſtly, this fleſh 
and blood will inherit the kingdom of God, 
contrary to St. Paul's declaration m. the text. 
It has been ſuppoled, from a verſe in the 
goſpel written by St. Matthew—The graves 
were opened,. and many bodies of ſaints, which 
 flept, aroſe, and came out of their graves, and 
appeared unto ' many—that the dead will be 
raiſed with the ſame bodies which were laid 
in the grave. But, in our apprehenſion, the 
point 1s not proved by this text. For, in the 
lirſt place, the bodies of theſe ſaints may not 


have 
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have been long enough in the graves to be 
corrupted. If ſo, this was only re-animating 
dead bodies, not raiſing bodies diſperſed by 
corruption, and devoured by worms, &c.— 
In the next place, we cannot argue for any 
thing concerning our reſurrection, from ſuch 
a reſurrection as this, it not being agrecable 
to the ſcripture idea of a reſurrection, which 
is, that of the dead riſing with bodies glori- 
fied and immortal ; which does not appear to 
have been the caſe in this inſtance. This, 
therefore, cannot be conſidered as a pattern 
of our reſurrection. 

To ſuppoſe that the dead will riſe in the 
ſame bodies which are buried, becauſe at the 
end of the world the living will be caught up 
to meet the Lord, 1s to make a ſuppoſition 
without knowledge. For we are informed 
that thoſe, who are alive at the laſt day, will 
be changed in a moment. They will perhaps 
throw off this carnal body, as an outward 
veſtment, and meet the Lord with another 
body. | | 
To plead for the ſameneſs of the body 
from ſuch propoſitions as theſe—They who 
are in their graves ſhall hear his voice, and 
come forth. — Death and bell (or, as ſome 
render the original word, the grave) ſhell de- 
liver up the .dead—is to plead upon no ſure 
grounds. That the firit ſentence cannot be 

C 2 iroke 


20 A DISCOURSE CONCERNING 


ſpoke of the carnal bodies in the grave, 1s evi- 
dent from hence, that fleſh and bones only 
lie in the grave, which cannot he ſuppoſed to 
hear the voice of the Son of Man—the ſou} 
being in a different place. And if by hell, in 
the laſt ſentence, be meant the receptacle of 
departed fouls, we are convinced that that 
paſſage 1s not ſpoken of the reſurrection of 
the earthly body, becauſe no ſuch body 1s 
there. Nothing more ſeems to have been 
intended by theſe expreſſions than this—that 
wherever pcople may have been buried, whe- 
ther in the grave earthly or marine, or where- 
ever they exiſt after death, they will moſt af- 
ſuredly riſe, and come to judgment. 

We cannot rely upon the opinion of thoſe, 
who would perſuade us that we ſhall riſe 
with the ſame earthly bodies that are laid in 
the grave, becauſe our Saviour did. For, 
1ſt, His body did not ſee corruption, there- 
fore his reſurrection was not ſo much a re- 
ſurrection, as re-animating a dead body. 
Now, re-animating a dead body, is not equal 
to collecting the particles of a body diſperſed 
by corruption through different parts of the 
world, and replacing them in their own ſitu— 
ations about a foul : wherefore, as we cannot 
argue from a leſs act of power to a greater, 
we can have no aſſurance, from Chrill's riſing 
with the ſame numerical body, that we ſhall 

| do 
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do ſo to0.—2dly, If the reſurrection of Jeſus 
be a pattern of ours, we ſhall be no gainers 
by the reſurrection, for he was raiſed in a 
body conſiſting of fleſh and blood, a body 
unglorified: but we are made confident by 
St. Paul, that we ſhall be raiſed in bodics 
ſpiritual and glorified. His refurrection then 
not being a pattern of ours, we cannot argue, 
from his riſing with a carnal body, that we 
ſhall riſe with bodies of the ſame nature. 
Among the many extraordinary reaſons for 
the Meſſiah's appearing in his own animal body 
aſter the reſurrection, this may be mentioned 
as one—to convince his diſciples of the cer- 
tainty of a reſurrection, in which perhaps 
they would not have believed, had he ap- 
peared in a different body, It was thruſting 
his hand into the wound made by the ſpear, 
and putting his fingers into the prints of the 
nails, which extorted from St. Thomas the 
confeſſion, My Lora, and my God! 

The futility of the argument for a reſur— 
rection of our clementary bodies, taken from 
a ſuppoſition that departed ſouls are not 
reckoned to be the dead, but the earthly 
body only—is quickly perceived, by recol- 
lecting what we have ſhewed above, that the 
reſurrection of the foul was in St. Paul's eſti- 
mation a reſurrection of the dead. 
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AFTER this attempt to invalidate the argu- 
ments, authorities, and reaſonings, from par- 
ticular paſſages in the ſacred writings, for a 
reſurrectioꝝ of our terreſtrial bodies, we ſhall 
proceed to bring forward our reaſons and au- 
thorities againſt a reſurrection of thoſe bodies. 


II. Ir we conſider the reaſon of our diſſo- 
lution, which is, that we may put off theſe 
'bodies—1ft, Becauſe, being made of earthly 
ſubſtance, and ſupported by that, they will be 
ever liable to periſh; a circumſtance incon- 
ſiſtent with a ſtate of endleſs life and felicity— 
2dly, Becauſe, being enſlaved to fin by fleſhly 
luſts, they clog and retard the ſoul in her 
{ſpiritual progreſs; caſes incompatible with a 
ſtate of perfect purity—it ſeems probable, 
upon both theſe accounts, that thele our 
earthly bodies will remain for ever in the 
duſt. Duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou 
return. | 

We may learn further, that we ſhall riſe 
from the dead not with theſe carnal, but 
different bodies, from the reaſon why mortal 
mult put on immortality; which is, that it 
may be ſwallowed up of life, i. e. that there 
may be no more mortality. In this ſenſe is 
the expreſſion ſwallowed up uſed by the fame 
writer, when he ſays, Death is ſwallowed up 
in victory; 1, e. that there will be no more 


death, 
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death. If, now, mortality will be no more, 
nothing ſurely can be more certain, than that 
theſe mortal bodies will not be the raiſed 
bodies. | 

If to raiſe UTE Ee" with mortal bodies, be 
not to give us everlaſting life, and to free 
us from all poſlibility of ſinning; but to leave 
us expoſed to fin, and the ſtrokes of death, 
again; reaſon, under the inſtruction of reve- 
lation, will teach us never to expect a reſuſ- 
citation of theſe mortal bodies. 

Again If theſe bodies will not come to 
judgment, which is a truth that may be ſafe- 


ly depended on, they will not be admitted 


into heaven; and conſequently cannot be the 
bodies in which we ſhall be railed. Thoſe 
bodies only, in which we are raiſed, will 
come to judgment, and be admitted into the 
regions of bliſs. 

Laſtly If chere be nothing of this terrene 
body in angelic bodies, or the glorious body of 
Chriſt, nothing of this terrene body can be ſup- 
poſed to be in our reſurrection bodies, becaule 
theſe will be like thoſe of the pure angels, and 
the glorious body of our Lord. 

The Heathens, faith an Engliſh writer “, 
did believe, that the ſoul after death did im- 
mediately paſs into another ſtate, and there 
inveſt itſelf with a body made of light and 
acrial particles, quite different from what it 


* Sce Stackhouſe's Body of Divi *. p. 798. - 
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had before. Epicharmus held that the ter- 
reſtrial part would return to the earth, the 
ſpirit would ſoar above: which of theſe, adds 
he, is difficult? Neither “. 

Solomon ſeems to have held the opinion, 
that the body will return to its native duſt, 
and not riſe with the ſoul, in theſe words: 
Then ſhall the duſt return to the earth, as Ir 
was, end the ſpirit ſhall return to God who gave 
54, 1 Keclet. x1. 7. | 

We will now lay before our readers the 
following extracts from the writings of the 
learncd jew, Maimonides. —*© Suppoſing, faith 
he, in anſwer to Nachmanides, it were pol- 
* ſible for our elementary bodies to ſubſiſt 
through all eternity, without the ordinary 
means of living here by eating and drinking; 
it ſeems abſurd that theſe groſs bodies ſhould 
be introduced into a ſtate where there are 
no corporcal ſenſual pleaſures, and wherein 
they will ſeemingly be both an incumbrance 
to the fouls, and unprofitable to themſelves.” 
And in his More Nevochim he tells us, God 
is a Spirit, and that the angels have no groſs 
corporeal bodies, but are ſeparate intelligen- 
ces: and therefore, in order that men might 
be fit for the glorious aſſembly of angels and 
ſpirits, he declares, no ſuch grols and cor- 


« 


c 


* Vid. Plat, Apoll, Euripides has a paſſage to the like 


purport — To g 0 £5) YM, Weft ev To * Corpus 


in terram, Spiritus in æthera migrat, In Supplic. 


poreal 
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poreal body, as the preſent elementary one, 
can be in the future ſtate, or world of fouls. 
Abarbinel was of opinion, that the body returns 
to what it was, viz. duſt; and that it receives 
neither reward or puniſhment, becauſe it ac- 
quires no perfe#ion: and that the ſoul ac- 
quires perfection by obſerving the precepts of 
the law, and after death receives her reward ; 
or, by neglecting it, is puniſhed: that it re- 
mains immortal, and returns to God *. And 
Rabbi Tanchum, ad 1 Sam. xxv. 29, gives 
us this information—That the ſoul, after its 
ſeparatien from the body, enjoys nnmortality ; 
and that this was the opinion of the wiſe men 
and philoſophers, Though ſome of the Jews 
ſpeak of fouls returning into their own car- 
nal bodies, this, we think, is to be under- 
ſtood of that ſuppoled reſurrection, when 
they are to be raiſed to reign with Chriſt a 
thouland years upon earth. But in the laſt 
reſurrection, to which no death ſucceeds, 
there will be no ſuch body as our earthly 
one, in the judgment of Maimonides t. 

The teſtimony of St. Paul, in this caſe, is 
exprels, clear, and ſtrong leb and bloed can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inkerit incerruption. Thou ſoweſt not 
that body that ſball be —Anthenagoras, in 1s 
Apology for the Chriſtians, Ipeaxeth to the 


Vid. Not, Miſcel. Pococ. in Fort. Moſ 60. 


+ Vid. Epiſ. de Reſur. Mort,—et Nota „c. in Port. 
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fame purport *.—That excellent commenta- 


tor, Biſhop Patrick, explains the above paſ- 
ſage of Solomon as follows; which may 
therefore be conſidered as his opinion, found- 
ed upon the authority of Solomon, of Solo- 
mon eminently diſtinguiſhed for * wiſdom— 
And then what remains, but that the foul 
and body being parted,* they go to their 
* ſeveral originals? the body to the earth 
* out of which it was taken (according to 
© that ancient doom paſſed upon it—Duft 
* thou art, aid unto duſt thou fhalt return), 
© but the ſoul unto God, to be ;udged by him, 
* according to what it hath done in the body, 
* fince he ſent it thither.'—In the notes upon 
the ſaid vere, he inculcates the ſame opinion; 
adding, that the Chaldee Paraphrale's explica- 
tion of the latter part of the verle is very ap-. 
poſite— Ir (che ſpirit) ſhall return, that it may 
ſtand in judgment before God.“ Let it be 
obſerved, that here is no intimation of the 
reſurrection, or judgment, of the body, but of 
the foul alone. 


II. We {hall now endeavour to make good 


the propoſition— That we have other bodies, 


which may be called our own. The ſoul of 
© man is an intelligent ſubſtance, made after 
© the image c, God,” faith Bifhop Patrick from 
Euſebius; © his body only an carthly cover- 


See below, p. 31, | 
© 1ng 
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© ing of the foul: to which Moſes adds a 
* third; a certain vital breath, or ſpirit of 
* life, whereby the other two arc united and 
linked together“. There ſeems to be a par- 
ticular mention of ſpirit, ſoul, and body, in the 
creation, faith Dr. Hammond; the firit is duſt 
of the earth, our body; the ſecond is the liv- 
ing ſoul, the animal or ſenſitive faculty; the 
third, the breath of life, the rational faculty, 
capable of divine illumination, and ſo called 
the ſpirit: and ſo this may be the full mean- 
ing of the words, your ſpirit, ſoul, and boay; 
i. e. your rational immortal ſpirit, your fen- 
fitive mortal ſoul, and your body; which 
three make up the whole manft.—This, Dr. 
Whitby tells us, was the ancient and true phi- 
lofophy—That man is a compound of three 
differing parts; which is eſtabliſhed by Gaſ- 
ſendus and Dr. Willis, beyond all reaſonable 
contradiction*, Not only Moſes, and theſe 
commentators and philoſophers of recent 
date, but many of the ancient philoſophers, 
the Pythagoreans, the Platoniſts, and Stvics— 
Philo the Jew\, and ſome of the primitive 
* See his Commentary on Gen. ii. 7. 


+ See his Notes on 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 

dee his Commentary on 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 

He ſpeaks of our bodies made of the duſt of the ground. 
De Mund. Opif. p. 30, 31.— De Somniis, p. 596. Cal 
power by which we live, and of a rational power Þy iv. th 
we partake of reaſon, P. 170, ed, Franct, 
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writers of Chriltianity, as Irenzus, Clemens 
Alexandrinus, and Origen—taught the ſame 
doctrine. Of thele three parts, one is reck- 
oned ſuperior, another inferior, and the third 
a medium by which the other two are united. 
This appears to have been the opinion of the 
Heathen philoſophers, who probably derived 
it from the Moſaical fountain. The ſupe- 
rior part is by ſome Chriſtians called the 
ſpirit, by others, the /oul; the middle part is 
alſo diſtiaguiſhed by ihe fame terms by dif- 
ferent authors. Tic middle part is by ſome 
writers, C\:r1 fan as well as Heathen, deno- 
minated an etherial, ſubtle, lucid, ſtarlike, 
ſunlike, ſpiritual body; by which body they 
meant nothing more than a covering, or 
vehicle: and indeed if the ſuperior part be 
incloled or contained in the middle part, 
that middle part may be called a body, with 
the ſame propricty as this carcaſe of ours, by 
containing the foul and ſpirit, is called a 
body. It may be called a ſpiritual body, as 
being light and ætherial, devoid of groſs mat- 
ter, titted for the operations of the ſpirit, if 
that be the {ſuperior part, and animating the 
earthly body. 

To ſhew that the foul, which has been 
conhidered by ſome Heathens and Chriſtians 
as the ſuperior part, has ſuch an etherial 
body or vehicle, we begin with the ſenſe of 

Empcdocles 
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Empedocles— If we ſhould now declare 
* any thing concerning the eſſence or ſub- 
© ſtance of the ſoul, we mult needs affirm one 
or other of theſe two things: that either 
itſelf is this luciform and ætherial body; or 
elle that the foul is itſelf an incorporeal 
ſubſtance, but that this luciform ætherial 
body is its firſt vehicle, by which, as a mid- 
dle, it communicates with the other bodies.” 
Proclus, in his Commentaries upon Timæus, 
affirms that the human ſoul hath ſuch an 
etherial vehicle. This, ſaith Hierocles, was 
the doctrine of the Pythagoreans, which Plato 
afterwards adopted, he reſembling every di- 
vine or angelical and human foul to a winged 
chariot and chariotcer both together; mean-— 
ing by the chariot an enlivened or ætherial 
body; and by the chariotcer, the incorporeal 
ſoul itſelf acting it. It appears in the writ- 
ings of Philoponus, that “ the ancient affert- 
ers of the ſoul's immortality conceived that 
© there is a body always conjoined with the 
© ſoul, a heavenly body; and therefore cter- 
© nal, which they cali luciform and ſtarlike :' 
which body the foul was ſuppoſed by the 
philoſophers to have, while ſhe exiſts in this 
terreſtrial body, as we learn from Iſidore, who 
ſaith, that, according to ſome philolophers, 
© the ſoul hath a certain luciſorm vehicle, 


called alſo ſtar or ſun like and eternal; 
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* which luciform body is now ſhut up within 
© this terreſtrial body.“ With which agreeth 
that of Hicrocles—* the ſplendid or luciform 
body lieth in this mortal body of ours.'— 
We humbly conceive that St. Paul had the 
ſame idea, when he ſpake of the outward and 
inward man: for theſe expreſſions being al- 
lowed by commentators to have a different 
meaning from the phraſes, odd and new man 
(the old man ſignifying one who is corrupt, 
according to the deceitful luſts of the fleſh; 
and the new man ſignifying one created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs—both ſen- 
tences relating to the ſlate of the mind), we 
are inclincd to believe that the expreſſion, 
the inward man, doth not relate to the ſtate 
of the mind. As the outward man is this groſs 
earthly body, which is found to-periſh daily; 
the inward man may ſignify the interior æthe- 
rial body, which is the ſoul's inmoſt vehicle, 
and its own proper body, as fitted for its ope- 
rations, coeval with it, and inſeparable from 
it, which may be renewed daily; and which, 
with the foul, is the true and real man, as will 
be ſeen by and by. This Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, ſpeaks, we think, more ex- 
plicitly; and aſſigns the putting on the new 
© man'to the renovation of the ſpirit of the mind: 
by which ſpirit of the mind we are to under- 
ſtand the ſpiritual body of the ſuperior part 
of 


THE RESURRECTION BODIES, 31 


of man; in which ſpiritual body are planted 
the affections, which are what are to be re- 
newed in purity.—When Irenzus and Origen 
call the middle part of man, the foul—and 
ſuppoſe it to be that part which, by inclining 
to the ſpirit, the ſuperior part of man, makes 
him virtuous; and, by inclining to the car- 
nal body, makes him vicious—they evidently 
believed the middle part, viz. the ætherial 
body or ſoul, to be that which requires reno- 
vation : and indced we ſhall find the purifica- 
tion of this ætherial body to be recommended 
by an Heathen philoſopher. The inward man, 
then, may be ſaid to be renewed, when the 
ætherial body refuſes to comply with the ſo- 
licitations of the earthly body, and begins to 
follow the ſpirit, the ſuperior part of man: 
and the putting on the new man, is, walking 
according to the ſpirit; 1. e. when the æthe- 
rial body ſubmits itſelf to be guided by the 
{pirit alone, or chiefly. In a word, to be re- 
newed in the ſpirit of the mind, is, when the 
#therial body forſakes the carnal body, and 
cleaves to the ſpirit : to put on the new man, 
is, when the ſaid ætherial body is perfect in 
goodneſs, it being created aſter God in right- 
eouſneſs and true holineſs. —Origen and Me- 
thodius believed the ſoul to be clothed with 
a ſubtle body. Pletho hath informed us, that 
by this ætherial body is our human ſoul con- 
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'neted with this mortal body. The very 


learned Dr. Cudworth obſerves, that, even 
in this life, our body is as it were two-fold, 
© exterior and interior; we having, beſides the 
« grolsly tangible bulk of our outward body, 
another interior ſpirituous (or ſpiritual) body.” 
Mr. Nelſon thought that © our preſent mortal 
© and corruptible body may be but the exu- 
© viz, as it were, of ſome hidden, and at pre- 
«© ſent inſenſible, principle, which at the re- 
© ſurrection ſhall diſcover itſelf in its proper 
* form.'—We believe that the gentlemen of 
the medical faculty will all own, that in their 
opinion there is another body in man beſides 
the terreſtrial. | 

To be more particular in ſhewing that the 
philoſophers meant the ſame thing by the 
ztherial body, as Dr. Hammond did by the 
foul —that part of man which the Rabbins 
expreſs by naw, neſamah, Grotius tranſlates, 
anima intilligens. That to which they gave 
the name of , ruac, he renders by ſpiritus, ex- 
plaining it by anima ſentiens. Now as there are 
not two ſouls in man, we may ſuppoſe that by 
ruac, he intended the ſpirit by which the ſoul, 
which 1s here the ſuperior part of man, per- 
ceives all objects; which may therefore with 
great propriety be called a ſpiritual veſtment 


of the ſoul: this perception the philoſophers 


attributed to the ætherial body. Galen faith, 
e 
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We may reaſonably affirm, that the organ of 
* fight is a Jucyform or ætherial body.'—Empe- 
docles gives the following account of it: This 
ætherial body is extended throughout the whole 
brain, by which communication it becomes 
the lucid /pirit of light.—The philoſophers in 
general believed, that it is by the ætherial 
body that the ſoul perceives all ſenſibles. 
And Dr. Cudworth allows that che interior 
body © is the ſoul's immediate inſtrument 
© both of ſenſe and motion.' From hence 
we learn, that the ætherial body may be 
called a ſenſitive ſoul or ſpirit. 

Thus much (ſaith Dr. Cudworth) cannot 
© be denied, that our ſoul acteth not immedi- 
ately upon fleſh, and bones, and brains, and 
other ſuch like grols parts of this body, but 
firſt and chiefly upon the animal ſpirits, as 
the immediate inſtruments of ſenſe and 
fancy; and that by whole vigour and ac- 
© tivity the other heavy and unwieldy bulk of 
© the body is ſo nimbly moved: and there- 
fore we know no reaſon but we may aſſent 
© here to that of Porphyrius, that the blood 1s 
© the food and nouriſhment of the ſpirit (i. e. 
that ſubtle body called the animal ſpirits), 
© and that this ſpirit is the vehicle of the ſoul, 
© or the more immediate ſeat of hfe*.'—To 


A 


* See his Intellectual Syſtem, book i. ch. v. p. 788. 
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the ſame purpoſe Hierocles informeth us, that 
the luciform body which lieth in our mortal 
body, continually inſpireth it with life. From 
this account, the ætherial body may be called 
a living ſoul, or an animal /pirzt. 

The ætherial body may be deemed mortal— 
not as if it be in its nature to ſuffer extinc- 
tion (for that is ſuppoſed by no one that we 
know of—it is univerſally held to be 1mmor- 
tal in its nature)—but it may be eſteemed mor- 
tal, as it may loſe its original ſplendour *: and 
this it may do by complying with the tempta- 
tions of the body; for then it will become 
dark, hideous, frightful, like thoſe of the 
fallen angels. But if it follows the dictates 
of the ſuperior part of man, then- it preſerves 
its ſplendour, and will by degrees become like 
thoſe of the pure angels; with which agrecs 
the Chriſtian doctrine of the ſoul. The ſoul, 


* The ancients acknowledged the force of the ztherial 
body to be very much weakened and abated, and its ſplen- 
dour altogether obſcured, by the heavy weight, and groſs 
ſteams or vapours, of the terreſtrial body, See Cud, Intel. 
Syſ. p. 790. 

+ The angelical body ſendeth forth rays and ſplendours, 
ſuch as would dazzle mortal eyes, and cannot be borne by 
them. But the dæmoniac body, though it ſeemeth to have 
been once ſuch alſo (from Iſaiah's calling him that fell from 
heaven Lucifer), yet is it now dark and obſcure, foul and 
{qualid, and grievous to behold, it being deprived of its cog- 
nate light and beauty, Pſel. de Oper. Dæm. p. 33. 


Irenæus 
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Irenzus telleth us, is betwixt the fleſh and 
the ſpirit: and ſometimes following the ſpirit, 
is elevated by it; ſometimes conſenting to the 
fleſh, falls into earthly concupiſcences. Lib. 
v. cap. ix.— The following are the words of 
Origen : There are three parts of a man; the 
body or fleſh, the lowelt part of a man, by 
which we are tempted to filthy things, and, 
as oft as we are overcome by the temptation, 
are joined faſt to the Devil—the ſpirit, by 
which we expreſs the likeneſs of the Divine 
Nature; by this we are joined faſt to God, 
and are made one with him—then the ſoul, 
which 1s the middle between thele two, which, 
as in a factious commonwealth, cannot but 
join one or other of the former parties, being 
ſolicited this way and that, and having li- 
berty to chuſe which it will join. If it renounce 
the fleſh and join with the ſpirit, it will itſelf 
become /piritual; but if it caſt itfelf down to 
the defires of the fleſh, it will itſelf degene- 
rate into the body. Lib. 1. ſup. Epiſt. ad 
Rom. — In this ſenſe the ſoul, or etherial 
body, may be ſaid to be a mortal foul. We 
cannot help obſerving here, that Plato ſeems 
to have been ſenſible of this diverſity in the 
ztherial body, when he affirmed of the ſoul, 
i. e. the ſuperior part of man, that it is always 
in a body, but ſometimes of one kind and 
metimes of another. 
D 2 If 
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If it be thus manifeſt that there are but 
three parts in man, and that the ſuperior part 
is incloſed in an interior, ætherial, ſubtle, 
ſpirituous or ſpiritual body; that body muſt 
be the middle part between the ſuperior 
and inferior, and muſt be the ſame with what 
is called by ſome men a ſpirit, and by others 
a ſoul: we may therefore reſt as fully ſatisfied, 
that we have ſuch an ætherial ſpiritual body 
in us at preſent, as that we have ſuch ſpirit or 
ſoul. 


III. Let us now endeavour to ſhew that 
this interior, ætherial, ſunlike body, is that 
in which the ſoul or ſuperior part of man 
will riſe from the dead. That the ſoul or ſu- 
perior part of man is never deſtitute of all 
body, may be learned from ſome paſſages 
cited above from Philoponus, Iſidore, and 
Plato. Porphyry addeth this teſtimony—That 
the human foul is always united to ſome body 
or other, ſuitable and agreeable to its own pre- 
ſent diſpolition, either a purer or impurer one. 
AH. p. 232.—Plotinus alſo taught that our 
ſoul, though it ſhall quit this body, yet ſhall it 
never be diſunited from all body. En. iv. lib. iii. 
c. iv.—What body is that, aſketh Philopo- 
nus, which 1s conjoined with the ſoul, after 
the diffolution of the earthly body into its 
elements? Certainly it can be no other 

than 
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than the pneumatical body “, which we now 
ſpeak of; for in this are ſeated, as their ſub- 
ject, 


* This writer applies the word preumatical here to the 
bodies of apparitions, which are ſtyled aerial or vaporous 
bodies, ſuppoſing the ſoul to have two interior bodies. 
But fince Moſes, as repreſented by Euſebius, Biſhop Patrick, 
&c. ſpeaks of three parts only in man —ſpirit, ſoul, and eartt.ly 
body - without the leaſt word or intimation of another vapo- 
rous body; and as Plato repreſents human ſouls as having one 
interior body only; and as other philoſophers, ancient and 
modern, ſuppoſe man to conſiſt of the three parts only mentioned 
above—we cannot give into the opinion, that ſouls have ſuch 
vaporous bodies about them. 

Again, as the notion of theſe vaporous bodies ſeems to 
be derived from the ſuppoſition, that wicked ſouls wander 
about the earth in them after quitting their terreſtrial bodies ; 
the idea muſt be rejected for this reaſon—'That we have good 
grounds in the inſpired volumes to believe, that the ſouls of 
wicked men and women are confined in a place from which 
they cannot emerge. We incline to the opinion, that ſuch 
apparitions are mace either by pure or impure angelical 
ſpirits, who aſſume aerial or vaporous bodies, in form or 
ſhape like thoſe of deceaſed mortals, to make themſelves 
viſible, and to anſwer ſome ſecret purpoſe. If the above 
reaſons will hold good againſt the foul having more than one 
interior body; and if human ſouls do not wander up and 
down about the earth after ſeparation from their earthly 
bodies; then we have not only no proof that there are ſuch 
vaporous bodies about human ſouls, but have' reaſon ſuf- 
ficient for believing there are no ſuck vaporous bodies about 
cur ſouls: and if there be no ſuch bodies about the foul, or 
ſuperior part of man, then the iraſcible and concupiſcible 
paſſions will be in the ætherial body; to which we are more 
inclined to give our aſſent, as thoſe paſſions remain with the 
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ject, the iraſcible and concupiſcible paſſions, 
and they are inſeparable from the ſame; nor 
could they be in the ſoul, or ſuperior part, diſ- 
united from all body. Proæm. in Arilt. de 


Anima.—lIt may be inferred from a paſſage in 


the works of Plato, that the ætherial body 
which 1s in us at preſent, will be the reſurrec- 
tion body. He, writing in his eee of 
a good man aſter death, ſaith that, when 
dying he ſhall yield to fate, he ſhall no longer 
© have this variety of ſenſes, which now we 
© have, but one uniform body.'—By this uni- 
form body we are to underſtand the lucid 
vehicle of the ſoul, or ſuperior part of man, 


as is apparent from the following words ot | 


Proclus, who ſuppoſeth the ſoul to have been 


wicked, and will probably make part of their miſery in the 
future world; but will not continue with the good and pious 
man, being ſubdued or extinguiſhed by his vigorous exer- 
tions under the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. As ſome 
things ſpoken of the vaporous body, are ſaid alſo of the 
ætherial body—as, for inſtance, that it is to be purged by 
diet, and hath all the ſenſes in it—we muſt confeſs that ſome 
confuſion has ariſen among theſe learned men. But we may 
obſerve, that the ſuppoſition of the vaporous body being con- 
joined with the ſoul after death, leads us to the belief that 
ſome body which we have about us at preſent, will be the foul's 
companion after death: and if there be no vaporous body, 
and the iraſcible and concupiſcible paſſions be in the ztherial 
body, this will be the body united with the foul after death, 
and OY will be the ſpiritual body of the reſur- 
rection. 


clothed 


| \ 


| \ 
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clothed with it in a pre-cxiſtent ſtate :—* While 
© we remain above, we have no need of theſe 
divided organs, which now we have de- 
* ſcending into generation, but the uniform 
© lucid vehicle is ſufficient, this having all 
* ſenſes united together.” P. 164.—Which 
uniform body, or lucid vehicle, ſeems to be 
the ſame that Galen and Empedocles have no- 
ticed above, as being within our bodies of 
fleſh and blood at preſent. —Dr. Cudworth 
gives it as his opinion, that when Hierocles 
calls this luciform ætherial body, the ſpiritual 
vehicle of the rational foul; he doth not by 


A 


ſpiritual mean vaporous, but uſeth the word 


in a higher ſenſe, which cometh near to that 
of the {cripture : lo that, faith the Doctor, this 


ſpiritual body of Hierocles 15-not the airy, but 


the ætherial body, and the ſame with Syneſius 
his divine body. Intel. Sylt. book i. ch. v. 
p. 789, 790.—He informeth us alſo, that the 
ætherial body is not put into the grave (page 
806); which may therefore very reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed to go off with the ſuperior part 
of man upon his diſſolution, and therefore 
may be the reſurrection body. 


Lr us ſce what further light can be thrown 
upon this point from argument, and opinion 
of Chriſtians. 

If the ſuperior and middle part of man 
were infaſed into our elementary body at 
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one and the ſame time (which may be pre- 

ſumed, as we find nothing ever ſaid to the 

contrary), then it is probable that they were 
in union before the infuſion ; and if the middle 

part was neceſſary to the ſuperior before 

that circumſtance took place, it may be ſup- 

poſed to be eternally neceſſary, till ſome rea- 

fon be brought to evince the contrary; and 

therefore that that middle, whether we call it 

the etherial body, ſpirit, ſpiritual body, or ſoul, 

will be never ſeparated from, but will always 
accompany, the ſuperior: and if it be a ſpi- 

ritual body, it may be that body in which we 

ſhall riſe from the dead; ſeeing that we have 

no information from any writer, that the ſoul 
will rife with more than one body, at leaſt not 

aſcend into the upper regions with more. 

If the ætherial body be that by which the 
ſuperior part of man perceives all ſenſibles, 
then it ſeems probable that this body will. 
ever accompany the ſoul, and conſcquently 
may be the reſurrection body. 

If the ætherial body be that which makes 
the foul a lit inhabitant of heaven (which 
has been ſaid), and if it be the ſame kind of 
body with which angels are inveſted (which 
hath likewiſe been reported), from whence it 
may be called a houle eternal in the heavens, 
i. e. in the Hebrew idiom, an heavenly houſe — 
ſurely this muſt be the body of the reſurrec- 
tion. 


It 
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If the ætherial body, in its greateſt perfec- 
tion, be peculiar to the juſt at the reſurrection, 
the probability that the ætherial will be the 
reſurrection body which St. Paul tells us 
will be the lot and portion of the righteous, 
will riſe almoſt to a certainty. This body, 
in its moſt perfect flate, is ſuppoſed by the 
philoſophers to belong peculiarly to thoſe, 
who are purged from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit. We are told by Porphyry, that, © how- 
ever the ſoul be affected, it does always find 
© a body ſuitable and agreeable to its preſent 
* diſpoſition; and therefore to purged ſouls 
does naturally accrue a body that comes 
next to immatcriality, which is an ætherial 
© one.'—Philoponus hath alſo handed down 
to us, that, according to the ancients, beſides 
© the terreſtrial body, there is another of 
* higher rank (peculiarly belonging to ſuch 
* ſouls after death as /are purged and cleanſed 
© from all corporeal luſts and paſſions), a hea- 
* venly and eternal body, called by them 
* luciform and ſtarlike.“ By the ancients, in 
this quotation, we are to underſtand the Py- 
thagoreans and Platonilts, who deſcribe the 
future bodies much like the apoſtle; teaching, 
as we are informed by a certain writer“, that 


Whitby on the Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. xv. 
ver. 44+ 
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the good and pure ſouls were by death deli- 
vered from theſe groſs and earthly bodies, 
which preſs down the ſoul; and were, after 
the diſſolution of the body, inveſted with thin 
and aerial, with active and ſpiritual, with 
bright and ſhining, with celeſtial and eternal 
bodies: which bodies, we have authority to 
ſay from the ancients themſelves, are incloſed 
in theſe carnal bodies; and therefore we are 
to underſtand, not that the pure ſouls were 
inveſted. with theſe (as if new bodies were 
meant thereby), but that they appeared in, or 
had, theſe bodies in greater perfection, after 
the diſſolution of the carnal bodies. The 
Jews have a tradition, that the bodies of the 
righteous ſhall be clothed. at the reſurrection 
with a clothing of light, as of a pure flame; 
which is agreeable to that deſcription in the 
prophecy of Daniel, The righteors ſhall ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ftars for 
ever and ever. Ch. xii. v. 3.—and to that paſſage 
in the Wiſdom of Solomon, They (the ſouls of 
the righteous) ſhall ſhine. Chap. mi. ver. 7.— 
To the ſame purpole we read in St. Matthew's 
golpel, The righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun 
in the kingdom of their Father. Chap. xill. 
ver. 43.—Maimonides, in his Epiſtle upon the 
Reſurrection, declares his opinion in theſe 
terms—* I conceive there can be no corpo- 
real ſubſtance in another ſtate, the world 

; * to 
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to come, but only the ſouls of the juſt, with 
out this earthly body, and made like to the 
© angels of the miniſtry ;' whoſe bodies are 
ſaid to be ætherial or ſpiritual in higheſt per- 
fection. Correſpondent to theſe ſentiments 
are thoſe of St. Paul and St. Matthew: the 
former of whom ſaith, The bodies of the reſur- 
reftion will be glorious ond ſpiritual bodies ; 
and the latter, Le ſhall be equal to the angels. 
One of the Chriſtian apologiſts delivers the 
ſame doctrine -“ We who believe that, after 
being delivered from this mortal condition, 
we ſhall enjoy a happier and eternal heavenly 
life hereafter, living for ever with God; not 
ſubject to paſſion or change, not like fleſh 
and blood, though we ſhall have bodies, but 
like pure heavenly ſpirits *.“ 

If the ſpiritual body be in us at preſent, 
we have. ſome reaſon to believe that the ſpi- 
ritual body is the fame with the etherial. 
But it is affirmed by ſome writers that the 
ſpiritual body is in us at preſent; therefore 
we have: ſome reaſon to believe that this 
{piritual body is the ſame with the ætherial. 

If we confider the abſolute neceſſity of the 
death of our earthly body, or the putting it 
off for the appearance of the reſurrection 
body—and the caſe of all transformed or me- 


* Vid, Athenag. Apol. p. 212. | 
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tamorphoſed inſe&ts—reaſon will lead us to the 
ſuppoſition, that the reſurrection or ſpiritual 
body may be incloſed at preſent in this earth- 
ly body, and therefore may be the ſame with 
the ztherial body. There is a paſſage in the 
Firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, which ſeems 
to us to favour this 1dea—we ſay to us, we 
lay not to others—for all the commentators 
and critics we have had an opportunity of 
conſulting, have explained it in a very dif- 
ferent ſenſe from what we do: our expoſi- 
tion 1s therefore ſubmitted with great defe- 
rence to the judgment of the public. The 
paſſage is this / pray God that your whole ſpirit, 
and foul, and body, be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, If by the ex- 
preſſion, to the coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
we are to underſtand the day of judgment, 
which Dr. Whitby has ſhewn, in oppoſition 
10 Dr. Hammond, then this body of fleſh and 
blood cannot be the body intended in the text, 
if St. Paul's poſition, that fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, be true: neither 
can it be ſuppoſed that the earthly bodies of 
theſe men could be preſerved to that coming. In 
the next place, the word whole cannot be ap- 
plied to the ſpirit or the ſoul with propriety, 
unleſs they conſiſted of parts. In what ſenſe 
then can we ſuppoſe the apoſtle to uſe the 
word with correctneſs? Let us read the text 

| as 
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as follows: I pray God that your whole ſpirit 
(i. e. your whole ſpiritual part, both your ſoul, 
and owpa mparixe, ſpiritual body', which is 
ſometimes called a ſpirit) be preſerved Blame- 
leſs unto the coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


The interpretation has ſome degree of pro- 
bability on its fide; and if it ſhall be received, 
the receivers will adopt the opinion, that the 
ſpiritual body is in us while we are in this 
world; and that this will be the body in 
which we ſhall appear at the laſt advent of 
our Lord. The ſame principle may be de- 
duced from another paſſage of the ſame 
writer F the earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, a 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens. 2 Cor. v. 1.—which is as if he had 
ſaid, If the earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved immediately, it would be no 
loſs to us; for we have ſtill a building which 
God hath given us, a houſe not made with 
hands, but one that is eternal and heavenly, 
communicated by the breath of God, called 
by ſome the ſpirit of life, as poſſeſſing and put- 
ting in motion all the members of this earthly 
body. For the better underſtanding of this 
paſſage, and the context, we mult obſerve, that 
St. Paul endeavours to comfort the Corin- 
thians under the proſpect of death, by telling 
them that they ſhall be raiſed from the dead; 


and, 
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and, to confirm them in that belief, he aſſures 
them, that, though the outward man or body 
periſheth, the inward man or body is renewed 
day by day; for which inward man or body 
the affliction of death, which is but for a 
moment, worketh a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; aft, as we ſhall 
then have one body only, and that far more 
excellent than the carnal body (for, as the in- 
ſpired writer tells us in another place, it will 


be raiſed in glory—for we know that, if this 


earthly tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a 
building of God, &c.); and 2dly, as this more ex- 
cellent and glorious body will be clothed with 
immortality, which is the expectation and 
great deſire of Chriſtians.— We, groaning in this 
earthly body, do earneſtly deſire to be clothed ' 
upon; ſurely not to have theſe carnal bodies 
covered over with immortality, for then we 
ſhould groan eternally; but we deſire to 
have ourſelves (our fouls, with the ætherial 
bodies) clothed upon with our houſes which 
are from heaven—l ſay, clothed upon; ſeeing 
that, though this body be diſſolved, we ſhall 
not be found naked, but clothed with a body 
as mentioned above.—The apollle after this 
proceeds to ſhew—1ſt, Why we groan in this 
body, viz. becauſe we are burthened there- 
with; it is a fore burthen, a burthen which Hea- 
chens as well as Chriſtians have complained of. 
| | —2dly, 
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—2dly, Why we deſire to be clothed upon with 
our houſe which is from heaven, viz. that 
mortality might be ſwallowed up of life; which 
indicates that houle to be immortality, which 
is a peculiar gift of heaven.—If any perſon 
ſhall think that St. Paul is here ſpeaking of 
one houſe or body only, we may obſerve that 
ori ſeems to ſignify more than ous. It 
is uſed by St. James for that happy immorta- 
lity, which the fallen angels once enjoyed. 
The oz is called a heavenly houſe, as being of 
the ſame nature with the angelic bodies, but 
contaminated at preſent, and which we now 
have; the other comes from heaven uncon- 
taminated, and which we dere to be clothed 
with: the one is in a ſtate of probation, the 
the other a reward upon approbation. Now 
he that wrought us for the ſelf ſame thing, 
is God, who has given unto us the earneſt of 
the ſpirit, which ſpirit is daily renewing the 
inward man or body; which may be a pledge 
of our future inheritance with the ſaints in 
light, when our heavenly bodies ſhall appear 
crowned with an exceeding and cternal weight 
of glory, and be equal to the pure angelical 
bodies in an happy immortality.—Origen 
ſpeaks of our ſoul having put off that body 
which before was neceſſary, but is now ſuper- 
fluous for the following ſtate ; and putting on 
"fomething 20 what it had before, now ſtanding 
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in need of ſome better clothing to fit it for 
thole more pure, ætherial, and heavenly 
places ; which better cloathing is immortality. 
Cont. Celſ. lib. vii. p. 353. In another part 
of the ſame treatiſe he ſays, there 1s a dif- 
ference between the earthly houſe and the 
cum, which he conſiders as the ſubtle or 
ætherial body. The earthly houſe will be 
diſſolved ; but the . wherein good men 
groan, being burthened, they would not put 
off, but put immortality upon it. Lib. v. 
p. 244. | 

Photius hath tranſmitted to us the opinion 
of Methodius in the following words: © When 
this ſhort life of our earthly body ſhall be 
deſtroyed, our fouls will have, before the re- 
ſurrection, a dwelling from God, until we 
ſhall at laſt receive it a renewed and incorrupt- 
ible houſe. Wherefore we groan in this, be- 
ing deſirous not to put off all body, but to 
put on life or immortality upon the body we 
ſhall then have. For that houſe which is from 
heaven, and which we defre to put on, is immor- 
tality *.”—In which paſſage the points we plead 
for are plainly ſet forth: as, 1ſt, That one, 
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the houſe or body from heaven, is immortality. 
2dly, That this is the houſe or body which we 
deſire to put on. gdly, That this houſe or bo- 
dy is to be put on the body which we have 
before the reſurrection. 4thly, That this body 
which we have before the reſurrection, is to 
be renewed ; which word renewed implies that 
the body has been antiquated, deformed, or 
corrupted, and is to be gradually made anew, 
or reſtored to its former beauty and luſtre. 
And then, laſtly, That it will be made incor- 
ruptible or immortal, 

If we have now ſhewed that the ſpiritual 
body of the reſurrection is in us at preſent, 
then we have good reaſon to believe that this 
ſpiritual body is the body ætherial: and 
of this we ſhall receive further ſatisfaction 
from what Theophylact and Iſidore inſinuate 
of St. Paul; the former of whom thought the 
apoſtle might have called the reſurrection bo- 
dy a ſpiritual body, as being light and ſubtle *; 


and the latter was of opinion, that the inſpired 


writer called our bodies ſpiritual, becauſe 


they ſhall be light and ætherial. And we 


learn from Maimonides and Abarbinel, that 
Chriſtians did maintain that the bodies of the 
juſt, when firſt raiſed, would be aerial, ſubtle, 


lightſome, and of the ſame nature with ce- 


Vid. Theoph. in 1 Cor. xv; 44- 
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leſtial bodies v. If we can have any confi- 
dence in the judgment of the two former, and 
in the aſſertion of the two laſt-mentioned per- 
ſons, we may conclude that the ſubtle ætherial 
body will be the ſpiritual body of the reſur- 
rection. 1 | 
Fulgentius writeth thus concerning angels: 
« Great and learned men affirm angels to con- 
fiſt of a double ſubſtance; i. e. of a ſpirit. in- 
corporeal, whereby they contemplate God; 
and of a body, whereby they are ſometimes 
viſible to men: as alſo that they have ethe- 
rial or fiery bodies; but devils, aerial.” The 
body whereby they become viſible to men, 
is, we apprehend, an aſſumed body ; for the 
ſplendour of the ztherial or fiery body is ſo 
great as to dazzle the eyes of men. Johannes 
Theſſalonicenſis has left it upon record, that 
te the catholic church acknowledged angels 
to be intellectual, but not altogether in- 
corporeal and inviſible; but to have cer- 
tain ſubtle bodies, either airy or fiery :" the 
airy we ſuppoſe here to be the aſſumed bo- 
dies. If now the bodies of pure angels be 
ſubtle, ætherial, fiery bodies, and our future 
bodies will be like theirs, then our future 
bodies will be ætherial, ſubtle, fiery bodies: 
Why then may not our future ætherial bodies 


* Vid. Not. Miſcel. Pococ. in Port, Mof, p. 168. 
be 
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be the ſame with thoſe we have in us at pre- 
ſent, but puriſied to higheſt perfection? 

For the ſtronger confirmation of this prin- 
ciple, it cannot be deemed 1mproper to ſhew 
that the deſcriptions of the ætherial and ſpiritual 
body correſpond preciſely with each other. 
The ætherial body is called a fiery, ſhining, 
ſplendid, ſtarlike, and ſunlike body ; which 
anſwers to the future body of the righteous, 
as ſet forth by the writers of the Old and New 
Teſtament ; and by St. Paul in his ſpeech on 
the reſurrection body, wherein he terms it a 
glorious body. It is reckoned a ſpiritual 
body, as the reſurrection body is by the 
apoſtle of Tarſus. We have ſhewed it to be 
a heavenly body, which agrees with St. Paul's 
houſe which is heavenly. It is affirmed to be 
eternal; an epithet given by the inſpired pen- 
man to the body of the reſurrection. It is 
alſo to put on incorruption or immortality; 
which is ſaid of the reſurrection body by the 
ſacred writer.—Laſtly, it is ſaid that at the 
reſurrection we ſhall be equal to the angels. 
If this be true, and we ſhall be in bodies ſpi- 
ritual and glorious, then we may ſafely infer 
that angels have bodies. And if the angelic 
bodies be ſubtle and ætherial bodies, which 
we learn they are from the doctrines of Pytha- 
goras and Plato, and ſome Chriſtians, then 
dur ſubtle and ætherial bodies will be the re- 
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ſurrection bodies. To be equal to the angels, 
then, will ſignify that we, loſing this body of 
fleſh and blood, ſhall have only the ætherial 
or ſpiritual body, or celeſtial body, as St. 
Auguſtin calls it. 

After the ſupport we have offered of theſe 
propoſitions, there ſeems to be but one point 
more neceſſary to eſtabliſh our idea of the re- 
ſurrection body, and that is, to ſhew that ſuch 
a reſurrection is truly and properly a reſurrec- 
tion of the man. 


IV. Wr muſt now bring to the reader's 
recollection, that the ſoul, with this ætherial 
body, has been conſidered as the true man. 
Hierocles defineth the true man to bea ra- 
© tional ſoul with a cognate immortal body, 
which he calls a lucid body in his definition 
of an angel; and Proclus terms it an ætherial 
body. In another place he teaches that * this 
© enlivened terreſtrial or mortal man is no- 
thing but the image of the true man, or 
© an acceſſion thereunto, which 1s therefore 
© ſeparable from the ſame.'—The great phi- 
loſopher of the Jews, Philo, acknowledges 
two kinds of men. The firſt Adam (or, to 
ſpeak with greater preciſion, the firſt man in 
Adam) was heavenly, made after the image of 
God“; which image he ſtyles in another place 


Leg. Alleg. lib, i. p. 46. ed. Franc. 
| | © the 
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the divine word;' and faith, he is the hea- 
* venly ſtar, and the fountain of all ſenſible 
© ſtars*;” which is much like what we think 
of him, viz. that he is clothed with a glorious 
ſtarlike body, and the author of all thoſe glo- 
rious ſtarlike bodies with which the ſouls of 
the righteous will be inveſted. * The ſecond 
© man' (or rather, the ſecond man in Adam), 
* 1s the earthy and corruptible body t'—* made 
of the earth, which is ſignified by the name 
© of Adam I: the former of which he calls 
the perfect man, and the latter the vile man d: 
he means vile ab origine, not by the fall. 
From hence it appears that he held the firſt 
Adam, or the firſt man in Adam, to be the 
real and true man, without this body of fleſh 
and blood. —St. Paul, without doubt, was ac- 
quainted with this doctrine, for he ſpeaks of 
an outward and inward man—of the outward 
man periſhing, and of the inward man being 
renewed daily—which therefore may be juſtly 
eſteemed the real and true man. It may be 
inferred from a principle of the ſame inſpired 
writer, that the real and true man is the ſoul 
with the ætherial body alone: for as the dead 
are regarded by him to be a ſou], without this 
body of fleſh and blood; for the ſame reaſon 


De Mund. Opif. p. 6. t Ib. p. 57. 
+ Leg. Alleg. lib. i. P. 46.9 
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we may ſuppoſe that the real and true man is 
the ſoul, with this ætherial or ſpiritual body 
alone. Euſebius, delivering the ſenſe of the 
Hebrews, informs us that the divine part of 
man is the true man, made after the image 
of God“. If now the ſoul with the ætherial 
body be the true and real man, then the reſur- 
rection of the ſoul with the ætherial body 
alone will be a reſurrection of the true and 
real man. If the dead be ſouls liberated from 
theſe carnal bodies, but clothed with ætherial 
bodies conſiſting of thofe excellencies men- 
tioned before, then the reſurrection of the 
ſoul with the ſaid ætherial body will be ade- 
quate to, or contain a full and true idea of, St. 
Paul's reſurrection of the dead. The ſoul, 
clothed with the ætherial or ſpiritual body, is 
ſown in an earthly corruptible body, which, 
upon the ſeparation of the ſoul from it, is left 
in the grave; becauſe fleſh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, and becauſe the 
ſoul has no more occaſion for it, it being made 
and given her only to carry her through this 
world: and the ſoul riſes from the dead clothed 
with the ætherial or ſpiritual body alone, 
which is ſufficient for all her purpoſes in a ſu- 
ture ſtate. Thus we the true and real man, 


Vid. Præp. Evang. lib. vii, cap. XVI. p. 330; cap. x. 
b. 315, 316. 
and 
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and we the truly dead, may be ſaid to be raiſed 
from the dead with glorious and ſpiritual 
bodies; the loſs of the terreſtrial body no more 
affecting the identity of the real man, than 
the loſs of a coat would the identity of the 
earthly body. 

To collect all that has been urged into 
a narrow compaſs—If the reſurrection of 
the carnal body be not included in the re- 
ſurrection of the dead; if the reſurrec- 
tion of the ſoul without this body. of earth 
be a reſurrection of the dead; if by this cor- 
ruptible and mortal, which are to put on in- 


corruptibility and immortality, we are not to 


underitand our corruptible and mortal bodies, 
but the true man ſown in a. corruptible and 
mortal hody—it is then poſſible that we may be 
raiſed from the dead without theſe terreſtrial 
bodies, If the reaſons for ſuppoling a reſur- 
rection of theſe carnal bodies be fully anſwer- 
ed, it will then appear probable that they will 
not be the reſurrection bodies: if there be 
good reaſons for believing that we ſhall not 
riſe from the dead with theſe bodies of fleſh 
and blood, the probability that they will not 
be the bodies of the reſurrection will be great- 
ly increaſed. If the learned among the an- 
cient Heathens—if Solomon, if Maimonides, 
and others of his countrymen—if St. Paul, 
and one of the Chriſtian apologiſts, have de- 
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cided abſolutely againſt the reſurrection of 
theſe earthly, bodies, we think the point muſt 
be given up. 

If we have an interior body, called by di- 
vines an animal ſpirit, a ſenſitive mortal ſoul, 
a ſubtle body, an ætherial body, a ſpirit—and 
by the Heathen philoſophers, an ætherial, lu- 
cid, heavenly, immortal, ſpiritual body and 
ſpirit—then it is poſſible that this may be the 
reſurrection body. If this ætherial body be 
ever united to the ſuperior part of man; if it 
be neceſſary to it; if by it the ſuperior part 
perceives all ſenfibles, and be made a fit in- 
habitant for the heavenly regions; and if this 
body, when perfected, be peculiar to the juſt; 
it is then probable that this will be the reſur- 
rection body: and if the ſpiritual body be in 
us at preſent, the probability of the ætherial 
body being that in which we ſhall be raiſed 
will be greatly ſtrengthened. —If the reſur- 


rection body was called ſpiritual, as being 


light and ſubtle, light and ztherial, then the 
#therial and ſpiritual body will be one and 
the ſame. If Chriſtians did maintain that the 
bodies of the juſt, when fiſt raiſed, will be 
ſubtle and hghtſome, and of the ſame nature 
with celeſtial bodies, then it may be preſumed 
that Chriſtians did believe that the ſubtle or 
#therial bodies will be the bodies in which we 
ſhall be raiſed from the dead: and if they be- 

| | lieved 
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lieved them farther to be of the ſame nature 
with the celeſtial or angelical bodies—and the 
angelical bodies to be ætherial or fiery bodies, 
ſubtle bodies and fiery—then they believed 
the angelical and ætherial bodies to be the 
ſame ; and if they be the ſame, the ſpiritual 
body of the reſurrection and the ætherial body 
cannot be different. Some people may think 
them confirmed to be the ſame by the deſcrip- 
tion of the bodies, which are minutely the ſame. 
—Laſtly, if the ſoul, with the ætherial body, 
be the true and real man, nothing more is re- 
quiſite to conſtitute a reſurrection of the per- 
fect man, than a reſurrection of the ſuperior 
part of man, with the ætherial body in greateſt 
perfection; which therefore mult be the ſpi- 
ritual body in which we ſhall be raiſed from 
the dead. 

If it ſhall be objected to our hypotheſis, 
that in the caſe of the ſeed it is ſaid, God 
gives it a body, from whence it may be in- 
ferred by ſome men, that God will give us a 
body at the reſurrection—we muſt obſerve, in 
oppoſition, that it is alſo ſaid, as it hath pleaſed 
* him ;* which form of ſpeaking denotes a paſt 
action. The ſenſe therefore in our opinion 
is this: God has given, and continues to 
give, to every ſeed a body. We cannot 
ſuppoſe that God, by an immediate act of 
power, gives to every ſeed a new body at its 
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coming out of the earth ; but we are convinced 
that he hath ordained, by an eſtabliſhed law in 
nature, that every ſeed ſhall produce this or 
that kind of body, which is conſidered as its 
own proper body, not only as peculiar to the 
ſpecies of the ſeed, but as riſing out of itſelf. 
The gift of the body, then, is coeval with the 
feed; and if the caſe of man be ſimilar to this 
of the feed, the raiſed body will be coeval 
with the ſoul: conſequently there are no 
grounds for the ſuppoſed inference. 


V. Tua theſe ſtand in need of ſanctifica- 
tion and immortality, as the bodies to be 
raiſed do, are points unneceſſary to be proved; 
it being allowed by all that they are polluted 
by their near connection with our carnal bo- 
dies, and conſequently muſt be firſt purified, 
before they can be clothed with the immor- 
tality mentioned by the apoſtle. Though we 
have ſuppoſed above that they are immortal, 
yet they are not of themſelves immortal; they 
may be deprived of that perfection by a ſupe- 
rior power. —But, further, they have not an 
happy immortality, the houſe from heaven, 
with which we defire to be clothed upon: 
and this is what we are treating of; and our 
deſign is to ſhew how this is to be obtained 
and effected. We therefore go on to ſhew, 


VI. Ar 
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VI. Ar what time, or in what ſtate of our 
exiſtence, the purification of it is to take place. 
By ſome paſſages in the writings of Hierocles 
we are prompted to ſay, that the purification 
muſt be effected while we are in this preſent, 
ſtate of life. Since to our lucid body this 
* groſs mortal body is come by way of acceſ- 
* fion,” ſaith the philoſopher, © we ought to 
© purify the former allo, and free it from ſym. 
* pathy with the latter.'—Again, * Together 
* with purgations of the rational ſoul, the 
purification of the luciform or ztherial 
vehicle is allo to be regarded ; that this, be- 
ing made light and capable of ſoaring, might, 
no way hinder the ſoul's aſcent upwards. 
But he that endeavours to purify the mind 
only, neglecting the body, applies not him- 
© ſelf to the whole man. I therefore call 
* this the teleſtic or myſtic operation, which 
is converſant about the purgation of the 
lucid or ætherial vehicle. -The ſacred 
writings ſuggeſt the ſame principle, informing 
us that the inward man 1s renewed day by 
day; i. e. it has begun to be renewed, and is 
daily more and more renewed in purity as well 
as glory. 


* 
c 
c 
c 
o 


c 
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VII. The next thing to be enquired into 
is, By what means this purification is to be ac- 
compliſhed. An opinion has prevailed among 
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ſame of the Heathens, that this body is to be 
purified by ſomething we eat and drink. They 
* who are wiſe,” faith Philoponus, will in 
© this life take care to uſe a thinner and drier 
© diet, that ſo this ſpirit “ (or rather ſpiritual 
© body) may not be clogged and incraſſated, 
but attenuated. Beſides which, theſe an- 
© cients made uſe of purgations to the ſame 


end and purpoſe, For as this earthy body 


© is waſhed by water, fo is the ſpirit (or /pi- 
ritual body) cleanſed by cathartic vapours, 
© ſome of the vapours being nutritive, others 
© purgative.'—But St. Paul telleth us that we 
are ſanctified by the blood of Jelus—Wherefore 
Feſus alſo, that he might ſanfify the people 
bis own blood, ſuffered without the gate. He- 
brews xiii. 12.— The apoſtle here aſſigns the 


reaſon of the Meſhah's ſuffering death, viz. 


that we might be ſanctified by his blood. 
The Fathers looked upon the partaking of 
Chriſt's body and blood, or the ſubſtitutes of 
the precious things, as the means neceſſary to 
the obtaining of that ſanctification. Clemens 
Alexandrinus afhrms, that they who partake 
of the Euchariſt with faith, are ſanctified both 
in body and foul. Origen ſaith, that * it (the 


„The word avwuz we have rendered by /þirit, and ex- 
plained it by piritual body, becauſe the writer is ſpeaking 
of a body. But he intended vaporous body, as may be ſeen 
in our note above, p. 37. 


© Euchariſt) 
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© Euchariſt) ſanctifieth them who uſe it with 


© wholeſome purpole.'—Cyri] of Jeruſalem 


maintained, that the heavenly bread and 
cup of ſalvation ſanctify both the foul and 
© body.'— Cyril of Alexandria was of opinion, 
that © we are ſanctified by being partakers of 
© the holy fleſh and precious blood of Chriſt.” 
Our church hath adopted the idea in the 
prayer preceding that of conſecration, where- 
in we entreat God to grant, © that we may fo 
© eat the fleſh of his dear ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and 
drink his blood, that our ſinful bodies may 
© be made clean by his body, and our ſouls 
© waſhed through his moſt precious blood,” 


VIII. As we are informed by the beſt 
authority, that the fleſh in a ſimilar caſe pro- 
fiteth nothing, ſo here 1t profiteth nothing as 
to the immediate power of effecting our ſanc- 
tification, But we muſt obſerve, that the par- 
taking of the fleſh and blood of the Son of 
Man in their ſubſtitutes, 7. e. in the conle- 
crated bread and wine, procures for us the 
gift of the holy ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of 
ſanctification, to whoſe operation we owe 
that inward holineſs, which renders us fit 
for the kingdom of God. Wie are bound, 
faith St. Paul, % give thanks to God al- 
ways for you, brethren, becauſe God hath 
from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, 

through 


U a ea 


62 = DISCOURSE CONCERNING 


, through ſanification of the ſpirit. 2 Theff: 
il. 13. 


IX. Ws proceed to the means by which 
dur happy immortality is to be obtained: 
This, as we learn from the book of Geneſis; 
was originally annexed to our eating of 
the tree of life—The Lord God ſaid, Be- 
hold, the man is become as one of us, to know 
good and evil. And now leſt he put forth his 
hand, and take alſo of the tree of life, and eat; 
and live for ever— Gen. iii. 22.—If we can 
look upon Jeſus as the tree of life, and the 
ſacramental bread and wine as the fruit of that 
tree, we may conceive it poſſible that the par- 
taking of this bread and wine may be the ap- 
pointed means of procuring us a bleſſed im- 
mortality.— When our Lord ſaid,” I am the 
bread that came down from heaven, that he, who 
came down from heaven, giveth the true bread that 
giveth eternal life to the world and that, Whoſo 
eateth of this bread bath eternal life (which 
bread was his fleſh, that fleſh he would give 
for the world)—and that, Except we eat the fleſh 
of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, we have 
no life in us : whoſo eateth his fleſh, and drinketh 
bis blood, hath eternal life; for his fleſh is meat 
indeed, and bis blood is drink indeed—and when 
he addeth to this, The fleſ profiteth nothing and 
intimaterh that he ſhould aſcend up into hea- 

ven 
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ven—it may be aſked, Where then, or what; 
is the fleſh and blood, which all who look for 


eternal life muſt partake of? Are there any 


other things called by him his body and 
blood, which we can partake of? Yes.—Be- 
fore he ſuffered, he took bread and wine, and 
having bleſſed them, he called them his body 
and blood, and commanded all his diſciples 
to partake of his his body, and this his 
| blood. By partaking of which in remem- 
brance of, or as, his body and blood, we ſhew 
forth his death till he come, and teſtify our de- 
pendance on the merits thereof to reconcile 
us to the Father, and to obtain a happy reſur- 
rection; or, in other words, to procure us 4 
{ſpiritual immortal body, The calling this 
bread and wine his body and blood, and com- 
manding all his diſciples to partake of them, 
make it more than probable that this is an ex- 
planation of what he ſays in the ſixth chapter 
of St. John's Goſpel—The bread that giveth 
eternal life is his fleſh, Except ye eat the fleſh of 
the fon of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whoſo eateth his fleſh, and drink- 
eth his blood, hath eternal life. Which fleſh 
and blood, he afterwards tells us, are bread 
and wine bleſſed. So that the bread of eter- 
nal life is his fleſh, or his body and blood; 
and his body and blood for the attainment of 
eternal life, are bread and wine bleſſed. 


Nothing; 
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Nothing, therefore, is more obvious, than 
that we have eternal life by partaking of this 
conſecrated bread and wine *. The reaſon of 
this ſo great reward being annexed to the 
worthy partaking of the bread and wine is, 
that they are ſubſtitutes of his body and blood, 
which were given in ſacrifice for the world: 
ſo that the body and blood of him who came 
down from heaven, and which were given in 
facrifice for the world, are virtually partook 
of in the participation of this bread and wine, 
which he calls his body and blood, that were 


Ignatius calls the Euchariſt · the medicine of immor- 
* tality ; our antidote that we ſhould not die, but live for 
© ever in Chriſt Jeſus. St. Ambroſe tells his young com- 
municant, The food you receive is the living bread which 
© deſcends from heaven, and miniſters the ſubſtance of eter- 
© nal life. Ephram Syrus gives the Euchariſt the title of, 
The myſteries full of immortality.— Epiphanius faith, 
The bread is what we eat; the power in it is for the pro- 
duction ofliſe. Julius Firmicus tells us, that © the Euchariſt 
is the food which imparts to mortal man the aſſurance of 
immortality.— Athanaſius ſpeaks of the Euchariſt as“ a 
« preſervative to eternal life.. St. Chryſoſtom wonders that 
any ſhould irreverently receive the body of Chriſt, by 
which we live and have our being. Cyril of Alexandria 
ſpeaks of the Euchariſt as the heavenly, life-giving ſacri- 
* fice. St. Auguſtin gives us not only his own opinion, but 
that of the whole Punic Church, in theſe memorable words : 
© 'The Punic Chriſtians call baptiſm nothing but ſalvation, 
the ſacrament of Chriſt's body nothing but life.” He calls 
this an apoſtolical tradition, and an inborn principle of the 
Church, 


given 
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given for the world, and which give eternal 
life. The neceſſity of making ſubſtitutes of 
his body and blood, appears from hence—That 
as all who expect remiſſion of ſins, and other 
benefits, from a ſacrifice, are required to par- 
take of that ſacrifice—and it being impoſlible 
for all Chriſtians to partake of the body and 
blood of Chriſt, the real ſacrifice—either we 
muſt have remained in a hopeleſs condition, 
or he muſt have appointed ſubſtitutes of his 
body and blood, and annexed to them the 
ſame benefits which would have attended the 
partaking of his real body and blood. He 
therefore, in compaſſion to us, appointed 
bread and wine, the great ſupporters of hu- 
man life, when conſecrated, to be the ſubſti- 
tutes of his body and blood, by which we have 
eternal life. 


X. Bur, laſtly, we are not to ſuppoſe that 
. this bread and wine are to make our bodies 
immortal; but that, by partaking of theſe, we 
receive ſomething elſe, which will give our 
bodies that happy perfection. As Jeſus teach- 
eth us that we muſt partake of his body and 
blood, and yet informeth us that he ſhould 


aſcend up into heaven—that the fleſh profit- 


eth nothing, and that it is the ſpirit that 
quickeneth—that the words he ſpake were 
ſpirit and were life—we are led to believe, 

* , 1ſt, 


| 
| 
; 
| 
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iſt, That we partake of Chriſt's body and 
blood in no other ſenſe than that in which 
he commanded us, which is by partaking of 
the conſecrated bread and wine, the ſubſti- 
tutes of his body and blood; by partaking of 
which, we partake of all the bleſſings and 
benefits which would have attended the par- 
taking of his real body and blood; which are 
therefore virtually partook of, as obſerved be- 
fore.—2dly, That by partaking of the bread and 
wine we receive the Holy Spirit, the author of 
immortality ; ; who, after having ſanctified and 
renewed the inward man, conferreth upon it 
that happy immortality which we ſhould have 
had by eating of the Tree of Life in Paradiſe. . 
If by mortal bodies in that paſſage, F the ſpi- 
rit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies by Bis 
Jpirit that dwelleth in you—we ſay, if by mortal 
bodies we are not to underſtand dead bodies, 
which we have ſhewed above; and if to guzck- 
en does not always ſignify to revive a dead 
thing, but ſometimes ſignifies to purify or raiſe 
to à more perfect ſtate *, then we may take the 
words in this ſenſe—If the ſpirit of him that 
_ raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell in you, 
he that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead ſhall 


dee above the paſſage in the 825 to the Coloſſ. ch. 11. 
ver. 13. 


alſo 
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alſo quicken, or raiſe to a more perfe& ſtate, 
your inward or true body, by his ſpirit that 
dwelleth in you. Which inward body of the 
true man may be called mortal, becauſe it is 
ſubject to loſe its original ſplendour and ex- 
cellence, and may likewiſe be annihilated, 
ſhould it pleaſe God to exerciſe his almighty 
deſtructive power upon it. —Irenzus was per- 
ſuaded that * now we have a part of that 
'© ſpirit for the preparation and perfection of 
© incorruption, we being accuſtomed by little 
© and little to receive and bear God; which 
* alſo the apoſtle hath called an earneſt, i. e. 
© a part, of that honour which is promiſed to 
© us from God. If, therefore, this earneſt 
« dwelling in us hath made us already ſpiritual, 
* the mortal is alſo ſwallowed up by immor- 
© tality.” Lib. v. cap. 8.—The operation of 
the ſpirit may be eſteemed an earneſt of the re- 
demption of the body, as purifying and renew- 
ing it by degrees; and an earneſt of our future 
inheritance, as fitting it for that inheritance. 
To the ſame purport ſpeaketh Novatian— 
This is that which the Holy Spirit doeth in 
© us—it brings our bodies to eternity and the 
* reſurrection of immortality; whilſt in itſelf 
it accuſtometh them to be mingled with the 
* heavenly virtue.'—Cyril of Alexandria was 
of opinion that common fleſh cannot give life. 
Of this, ſaith he, our Saviour is a witneſs, 
"3-8 | ſaying, 
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ſaying, My fleſh profiteth nothing, it is the ſpirit 
that quickeneth.—Athanaſius affirmeth the fleſh 
of our Lord to be a life-giving ſpirit. By 
which we may underſtand, that by partaking 
of the bread which is called our Lord's bo- 

dy, we receive the life-giving ſpirit, 15 
As St. Paul has ſolved the queſtions, How 
are the dead raiſed up ? and with what bodies 
do they come? by a ſimile, it will be our 
ſafeſt way to take that for our guide ; and if 
we can illuſtrate our principles by the ſaid 
ſimile, we think nothing more will be re- 
quiſite to eſtabliſh opinions founded upon 
the ſentiments of Heathens, Jews, and Chriſ- 
tians. It is ſaid, indeed (againſt us at firſt 
ſight), that God giveth to every ſeed his own 
body; from whence has been caught the idea, 
that God, by an immediate act of power, will 
call forth the ſeveral particles of matter that at 
one time or other compoſed the body of every 
righteous perſon, and order them to take their 
places about every ſoul ; as an officer com- 
mands every man in his army to his regiment, 
rank, and ſtation round his ſtandard. But, 
in our belief, this is not the caſe; for the 
new body of the ſeed, though called its own, 
cannot be that outward body or coat it had 
before it was fown in the earth; for it is well 
known that that body periſheth, and that the 
ſeminal principle of the ſeed riſeth with a very 
different 
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different body. We often find the outward 
body, or coat, of ſome ſeeds, a long time 
after the new body hath begun to be 
formed. But, to trace the operation of ſecond 
cauſes, as far as will elucidate the point be- 
fore us, we muſt obſerye, that every ſeed 
ſoyn lies in the ground till its outward body 
begins to periſh; that then the ſeminal prin- 
ciple peeps forth, and riſeth up with a body 
different from the former - formed, in the man- 
ner it riſes, through the influence of the hea- 
vens, viz. heat and moiſture. So it ſeems to 
be with us. We come into the world, as ſeed 
is ſown in the earth, with a body ſubject to be 
corrupted, ſaid therefore to be ſown in cor- 
ruption ; which body being dead, the ſoul leaves 
it, being clothed with that body alone “, which, 
by the bread and wine received by the earth- 
ly body, is made that immortal and happy 
body in which ſhe will be raiſed—is made 
that immortal and happy body through the 
energy of an heavenly or divine power. The 


* If, as we are informed by Mr. Nelſon, there be in every 
grain of corn a minute ſeminal principle, which is itſelf the 
entire future blade and ear, and, when all the reſt of the grain 
is corrupted, unfolds itſelf viſibly into that form—it not only 
ſeems poſſible that there may be, but it is probable that there 
is, in every human body, ſomething which, upon the diſſo- 
lution of that body, will diſcover itſelf in the form of a 
body, 


raiſed 
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raiſed body will be, on this our ſuppoſition, 


truly and properly our own body, though it be 


not chis carnal body, we having had it from 
our ereation. Tarniſned indeed it has been 
by its near connection with our earthly body, 
through ſin; but it is renewed, or reſtored 
to its native perfection, by the aſſiſtance of a 
divine ſpirit, which clothes it With a happy 
ae . | os 


